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From Our Pastor

Many of us in our congre-
gation and in the Water-

- ville area have the pleas-
ure of knowing personally
the two gubernatorial can-
didates of the major par-
ties. Libby Mitchell is a
member of our church,
and Paul LePage is mayor
of Waterville. Never in my

P K wildest imaginings did |
ever think that | would
know even one candidate
for governor of a state |
lived in. One thing it
shows is that Maine is a
small state.

In a small state, the ac-
tions of just a few people
can make a great differ-
ence. | think those of us
who know both of these
candidates (and maybe
some of you know other
candidates as well) have a
special responsibility
when it comes to the tone
of political discussion and
argument during this
campaign. We can set a
positive and Christian ex-
ample by the way we
speak about the candidate
we support and the candi-
dates we oppose.

There is a growing concern
across the UCC about the
kind of public conversa-
tions being conducted in
our country. Many of us
are perceiving a rise in
ugly, needlessly divisive,
half -true (or downright

Issue IX

false) statements in politi-
cal and in more personal
conversations.

The Maine Conference
passed a resolution at its
meeting in June about
this, and has posted on its
website 0Gro
Christians i
from the lllinois Confer-
ence. I 6d |
some parts of it that | find
helpful. Although it was
written with internal dis-
cussions in the church in
mind, much of it can have
broader application.

OWe believe
pose of Christian discus-
sion is to seek Biblical and
theological understanding.
¢ When there
ment, we recognize that
the participants in the
discussion are Christians
seeking to be loyal to their
own convictions. Church
members are brothers and
sisters in Christ. There-
fore, we strive to be re-
spectful in word, tone and
manner. [In discussions
with those outside the
church, our common hu-
manity grounds our mu-
tual respect.) dea

0To that end
speak honestly and with
regard for the feelings of
others; listen attentively to
each other, without inter-
rupting; speak from our
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own experience;

in each other.

OWe believe tha
son participating in a dis-
cussion is on a life  -long
journey of faith. Each is at
a particular point along

u n dthe Rvayltoeasswerinyg per-

n  Dpiexing tfegquestidns. No

one this side of the Realm

of God kadyetrreached

complete knowledge, so

humility is always appro-

priate Christia

k e

If these kinds of guidelines
were applied, both to per-
sonal political conversa-

t h atibns and ® mexdia discus-
sions of candid
tions, the quality of our
public conversations

i swould irspeogerimenensely.
We can do our part. And
especially in a small state,
we can make a difference.

Llpvrid

, we agree to:

h bel

At esi
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Special Congregational Gathering September 19th

On September 19th, we
will hold a special gather-
ing of the congregation,
beginning with worship at
9:00 am.

Please note the time
change . We will not fol-
low our regular schedule

of two services, 8:30 and
10:00. There will be one

service at 9:00.

Rev. Suzie Craig, Associ-
ate Conference Minister of
the Maine Conference,

will lead us in worship

and then lead a church -
wide conversation about
changes in our congrega-
tion and community and
about how we move into

faith -full ministry in the
future in light of demo-
graphic, economic, and
cultural changes.

We hope you will make
every effort to attend.

See Congregational letter
on page 7.

Choir Start -up Dates

The Adult Choir will re-
sume regular Thursday
rehearsals ( 6:30 pm in
the Choir Room) on
Thursday, September

Rally

2nd. The first Sunday
they sing will be Septem-
ber 12th.

Gayle Maroon will start
rehearsals with the Sun-

day School choir after
Rally Day when regular
Sunday School classes
resume.

Sunday,
September
12th

Tuesday, September 14,
11:30 A 1:00 pm will be
the first session of our
study of the book of Jab.

Adult Bible Study Resumes September 14th

New participants are al-
ways welcome. Bring a
bag lunch if you wish.
Join us for wide -ranging
and stimulating discus-

sions of issues of faith
and life that grow out of
our reading of scripture.

Confirmation Program Begins i -

We will be conducting a
confirmation program
this year for youth who
are entering seventh
grade or above.

The program will run
through the 2010 -11
school year, ending with
Confirmation on Pente-
cost, which falls this com-
ing year on June 12th,

This first meeting will be the same day as our Chil-
on September 12  after drends Sunday

the 10 odclock worship
service, for both youth

and parents. We will

give an overview of the

program and discuss

goals and expectations.

Confirmation Mentors Needed

Wanted: A few members
with a strong faith, who
recognize the importance
of educating the next gen-
erations of Christians,

and who are able to de-
vote some time to develop
a rewarding relationship
with a young person in
our church.

If you are willing to con-
sider being a mentor,
please speak to Rev.

David, a member of the
Christian Education
Committee, or a deacon.
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Wo menos

Womends Fel |l ow cently,share afew words

resume meeting on  Sep- about it, and swap your
tember 8th,  with its books for new reading
Brown Bag Luncheon at material. The business
noon at Euni ce S meeting will discuss the

Cottage in Sidney. Pack a
sandwich or salad, and
beverages and dessert will
be provided by hostesses
Alice Eaddy and Maida
Molten. The program for

upcoming Fall Rummage
Sale as well as Novem-
berds Holiday
welcome any interested
individual to our monthly
meetings. We will gather

the meeting will be the atthe churchat 11:30 to
annual Yankee Book carpool to Spo
Swap; bring a book or two tage.

that you have read re-
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F e i Septensbér B at the Spooner Cottage

Fall Rummage Sale i September 24 & 25

In about a month we will
be sorting rummage on
Thursday, Sept. 23 r and
prior to that we will need
help distributing posters
for the event as well as
volunteers to provide re-
freshments for the work-
ers-soup, muffins, cook-
ies. Posters and sign -up
sheets will be found in

the narthex. Donations
for the sale may be left on
the stage prior to sorting

day; pick -up can be ar-
ranged by calling the
Olivers at 873 -7410.
Please remember that we
want clothing in good
condition which is appro-
priate for the approaching
colder weather. We will
try to sell almost any-
thing that is clean, in
good condition and has a
useful purpose.

2010 Holiday Fair i November 20th

Womends Fel |l owRénmempbeh a Womenods
acknowledged that its Fellowship has voted that
days of running the semi -  the proceeds from this
annual Holiday Fair are year ds fair
rapidly approaching an to the church -it could
end and therefore voted in make a great contribution
the spring to enlist the to the fund to pay forre -
assistance of other roofing the office/Fireside
church members to carry Room of the church.

on this tradition. We are
grateful to those who
have agreed to assist or
co-chair in various areas,
but more help is needed.

Wi

We hope that over the
summer that you have
been putting together gift
baskets to be auctioned

off and working on crafts
for the One of a Kind Ta-
ble. We are still open to
ideas for new activities for
the Fair, but time is

short, so please volunteer
to assist with this effort.
Talk to any member of the
Fellowship.

Holiday Fair
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Attention: Food Lovers

The November church
fair will be here before
we know it. As you har-
f \\ vest your garden pro-
duce and make your
/ pickles, relishes, jams
and jellies, please set
aside some jars for the
Country Store fi Baked
Goods Table. In addition,
we are hoping that all of
you, who love to cook and
bake, will donate home -
made bread, muffins,
rolls, squares, cookies,

cakes, pies, fudge and
other confections.

Our fair comes before
both Thanksgiving and
Christmas and, therefore,
all items are extremely
popular for family con-
sumption, or to give as
gifts. At the last fair we

sold every pie we had very

quickly.

The table can use new
helpers and welcomes

new ideas. Please call Pat
Lyford (872 -7894). 1 am
looking for someone to co
chair with me.

Womenods Aut

Joinus September 17 -19

at Pilgrim Lodge. As the

oVery g e nitales®eing toturnand
time, no the smell of the camp fire
) draws you to warm your
requirements hands and hearts, give
blessed by yourself the gift of a
. weekend at Pilgrim Lodge
t he S prr ItotreQ retreat and nur-

ture yourself. This time

apart will ©be

umn

lots of choices, no re-
quirements, and all
blessed by the Spirit. We
hope you will join us!

Anne Hodgman and Deb-
orah Breault will be your
deans for the weekend.

To register go to:

www.p)lllgr|rrdlc()ad%e.torlg.e &

ver

Weekend

Notes from Maine Conference Annual Meeting

Just a few items from the
Conference meeting in
June:

We elected officers. Con-
gratulations to Herb
Oliver on his election as
Moderator. We approved
the budget and By -Law
changes both for the con-
ference and for the na-
tional UCC. Our keynote
speaker was Rev. Carol
Howard Merritt, pastor of
Western Presbyterian
Church in Washington,
D.C.

The annual meeting ap-
proved an amount of
$20,000 for preliminary
design work to rebuild the
boardwalk at Pilgrim
Lodge. This was a signifi-
cant increase over the
amount initially asked

for, which did not include
work to make the chapel
area handicapped acces-
sible. The delegates felt it
was important enough to
include from the begin-
ning of the design work,
and put their money be-

hind the action by pledg-
ing over $8,000 toward
the cost. We will be hear-
ing more about this in the
future.

We also learned from

the Honduras Partnership
Committee that coffee
from Honduras is now
available. Again, more
information will be
coming.
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Thank Yous

To all who helped in any
way with the Summer
Smorgasbord,
Fellowship expresses
their appreciation. We
had wonderful food, great

help, cooperative weather,
and many positive com-
W ments about the meal. We
could have fed more peo-
ple, but we did have com-
petition from several

other meals in the area.
The Mid -Maine Homeless
Shelter was the benefici-
ary of many of the left-
overs and were very
happy to get them.

To all who helped prepare
and serve lunches on
Wednesdays in July.

The noontime lunch pro-
gram at St. Francis Ro-
man Catholic Church
takes a break during the
month of July (as does

the Evening Sandwich
Program in August). Last
spring several area clergy
and churches made a
commitment to continue
the lunch program. We
partnered with the Wins-
low Congregational UCC
Church to cover the

lunches on Wednesdays.

Thanks to all who con-
tributed food and sup-
plies, and time and en-
ergy, to make this a suc-
cess.

Annabeth wishes to
thank all who attended
her dress rehearsal and
organ recital, and sup-
ported and encouraged
her as she prepared for
them. First and fore-
most of these is Bob
Ingraham, without

whom it would not have
happened! She has re-
ceived much positive feed-
back, and looks forward

to doing another some
time in the future. You
can all be proud that your
contributions have pro-
duced an instrument that

is greatly admired and
worthy of artists of all
skill levels.

Tree Removal

You may have noticed
that one of the large birch
trees in front of the
church is no longer there.
After almost forty -five
years, two of the three

trunks had deteriorated

to the point that they
were a safety hazard.

The Building and
Grounds Committee de-
cided that the best course
of action was to remove
the whole tree and replant

something new. Thanks
to David Allen and mem-
bers of the committee for
their work removing the
tree.

Congratulations

To Sue Roy the New Ex-
ecutive Director of Hospice
Volunteers of Waterville
Area.

Sue started as Director on
August 2nd.

Susan says
unteers of Waterville Area
is a fantastic organization
with a dedicated staff and
volunteer base. | am
looking forward to meet-
ing the volunteers and
supporters who have
helped make this program
a reality for hospice pa-

0 H o :tients and their families

in the Watervi

e
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0God
answers
prayer by
sometimes
allowing us
to simply see
what the
right path
for wu

Thoughts from Dorisann

| am reading Traveling
Mercies, Some Thoughts

on Faith , by Anne Lamott.

In this book, she takes us
through her experience
finding
brought up with religion
in her life but discovered
it as she matured. Dur-
ing her younger years,
she led a life addicted to
alcohol and other drugs.
She slowly found faith
with the support of a
compassionate minister

hgstold her in response
to her lament that her
prayers were not working
anymore, that she should
let him pray for her for a
while.

S i

Years later, when trying
to decide whether to let
her 7 -year-old son para-

faith.

glide for his birthday with
an instructor, she prayed

paragliding and felt enor-
mous fear. Then she

for a sign fr o imagined cancelingthe
I didnodot wunder actvityand felt elated.
as usual God c Shehad hersign.

give me a loud or obvious
answer, through a mega-
phone or thunder, sky-
writing or stigmata. Why
does God always use
dreams, intuition, mem-
ory, phone calls, vague
stirrings in my heart? |
would say that this  really
doesndt worKk
Except that i
85. Anne remembered
advice from a minister.

She should imagine the
activity happening and
listen to the feelings elic-
ited and pay attention to

it. This would be God
guiding her decision.

Anne imagined her son

This passage struck a
chord with me because |
often have prayed for an
obvious sign from God

and waited a long time for
a clear answer. With this
passage, Anne showed me
that God answers by

f sometimes allowing us to
t simply see what the right

path for us is. Contact
me at
Dorisann@roadrunner.co
m, if you want to discuss
these ideas.

_ UNITED CHURCH
Stewardship Message OF CHRIST
Catch Fire
Rekindle the gift of God2Tnotayl6i s wi thin youé
The second week of September in our church is O0Rally Suphday
for the new program year of the church. The energy level in the congregation rises that day, as people who
have been away for the summer return and greet friends and visitors. As September begins again in the
church, everything seems possible!
The start of a new program year is a good time to take Paul
not just individual Christians, but the church as a whole. Stoke the fire, is what the word means, take the
small flames and find ways to add a little tinder here or a little air there and bring warmth and light. To
make a fire strong usually requires adding small things regularly, and sometimes large pieces of wood as
other large pieces burn away.
What does your church need to really catch fire this September? What gifts, small or large, do you have to
contribute to that fire? Are there people around you who have gifts to give that need your encouragement to
step up to the fire? Sometimes, as the old church camp |Jsong
spark you?

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New
Haven Connecticut.

This resource is a free service and is made possible by your gifts to Our Church's Wider Mission.
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